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Office Bearers for 1997 - 1998 


President Jane Cleary 24 Goynes Road, Epsom 5448 4396 

Senior Vice President Rod Orr 2 Cockerel Court, Bendigo 5443 5668 

Junior Vice President Barbara Chmielewska Melaleuca Ave, Longlea 5439 3075 

Secretary Anne Bridley 39 Cootamundra Place, Junortoun 5449 3479 

Assistant Secretary not filled yet 

Treasurer Bob Ruddick Markevitch Lane, Bendigo 5449 3287 
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Excursion/syllabus organiser _ not filled yet 

Librarian Dianne Collier 

Whirrakee contacts Tom Burton 5 Naranghi Drive, Bendigo 5442 5518 
Sabine Wilkens 82 Somerville Street, Bendigo 5443 2797 


Membership of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club is open to all those interested in Natural History. The 
subscription rates are: Single $30; Family $35; Concession: Single $25; Family $30. Whirrakee 
subscription only is $30. 


General meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month. The venue for General meetings is 
the Golden Square Senior Citizens Building, Old High Street, Golden Square. Meetings start at 7 :30pm 
and conclude with supper. The Annual Meeting is held in September. 


Committee meetings are held on the third Wednesday of each month at 7:30pm. Members of the 
Committee are the Office Bearers listed above, together with the following members: 
J Burtonclay; S Pelczinski; M Lewis; D Collier; M Stone. 


Excursions The assembly point for excursions is the Golden Square Senior Citizens Building, unless 
otherwise specified. Full-day excursions normally commence at 10am (usually on a Sunday); half-day 
excursions normally commence at 2pm and may be either on a Saturday or Sunday. Full-day or half-day 
excursions are usually held on the weekend following the General Meeting. Campouts are held several 
times each year, usually coinciding with long weekends or holiday periods. 


The Bendigo Field Naturalists Club has 2 active sub-groups: 


Bird Observers Group: meets on the first Friday of the month, at 7:30pm. The venue for meetings is 
the Golden Square Senior Citizens Building. 

President: Anne Bridley 

Secretary: Jane Cleary 


Mammal Survey Group: meets on the fourth Wednesday of the month at 7:30pm in the Golden Square 
Senior Citizens Building. 

Chairman: John Burtonclay, Fadersons Lane, Mandurang (5439 5710) 

Secretary: Bill Holsworth, 13 Nabilla Crs., Bendigo (5443 4063) 

Equipment Officer: Ian Fenselau 

Vice Chairman: John Guley 
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Photographer: Ian Flecknoe-Brown 

Stackhousia monogyna, Creamy Stackhousia or Creamy Candles is quite widespread in the Box-Ironbark 
Forest. It is found in granitic and herb-rich woodlands and often occurs in conspicuous clumps. Some 
members of the genus (e.g. Alpine Stackhousia, S. pulvinaris) are strongly scented at night and may thus 
be pollinated by moths. This plant was growing in the Kamarooka State Park in early October. I do not 
know whether it also produces scent at night. The flowers are white, creamy, pinkish or yellow. 
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their articles. 
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Editors’ Note 
In the last edition of Whirrakee a questionnaire about members’ views on various matters was included. 
Please mail your response soon or bring it along to the next meeting. 


Conservation Post Script 
Author: W. N. Holsworth 


Last month in the Whirrakee I wrote that 
Conservation (biology) and Religion were closely 
connected in our culture. The same day your 
received your copy this idea was echoed in The 
Australian Financial Review (Fri. 3 Oct. 1997, p.3 
Review Section in an article by Roz Kaveney). To 
quote: " In the early 19th century it was easy. The 
book of nature was the book of God, so you went 
out and looked at the wonders of creation and you 
wrote them down and faith was confirmed......" 
“they were able to swallow Darwin because his 
work made it possible to view each adaptation as 
Providence working in four dimensions." 


The connection between biology and religion is not 
something that modern philosophers have 
imagined, it was an idea very frequently expressed 
120 years ago. The day after I clipped out the above 
quote my wife Carol came home with a photocopy 
of an article from the Bendigo Advertiser dated 12 
July 1879. She copied it for me without reading it 
fully because it was titled The Beauties of 
Australian Vegetation. I will quote part of the first 
paragraph. "In my many lonely wanderings 
through the wilds of Australia I have often thought 
when gazing on the many and beautiful trees, 
shrubs, and flowering plants, of the trite saying that 
what is easy of access is never valued. This is true 
as regards the flora of Australia, for were they 
brought from some foreign clime, did they but 
figure in some illuminated catalogue with high 
prices attached to each, how eagerly would they be 
sought after and prized; but because they are within 
our grasp we heed them not. Look at the many 
beautiful forms of the protean order, amongst 
which we have the showy waratah, of New South 
Wales, telopea speciasismum, [sic] and telopea 
crendea [sic] of Gippsland; they a perfectly hardy, 
and suited to the climate of Bendigo..." and he 
continues in a like manner to describe the virtues of 
the grevilleas, banksias, hakeas, cassias, 
dillwynias, Kennedia prostrata, etc. for two 
columns of fine print. 

Near the end of the article he offers the city 
fathers a suggestion, and I quote: "While on the 
subject of ferns, if the Borough Council of 
Sandhurst were to convert the island in the lower 
reserve into a fernery it would be a pleasing 
attraction to the many visitors who would throng to 
see this singular but handsome tribe of nature. And 
as the colony of Victoria in its different parts can 
furnish over one hundred different varieties of 
ferns, besides what may be had from other 
countries such a structure, if erected, and filled with 
them would convert this part of the reserve — which 
is at present but an eye-sore — into a place of 
beauty. A neat and handsome structure need not be 


expensive; besides, the children of the State school 
might be taught to know and name the ferns by 
sight and to look with delight on them. It would fill 
their minds with the love and reverence for the 
Creator, and the author of all the wondrous works 
of nature. ..." signed G. S. M. 


The connection between the beauty of 
nature and religion is obvious, but what you should 
also know is that G. S. M. was an 18 year old 
name George Mackay. He later became the editor 
and part proprietor of the Bendigo Advertiser, and 
he is buried in the Bendigo Cemetery section F3. If 
only the young journalists of today and the editors 
of our newspapers had a better religion. 


Adopt-A-Highway Program 
Author: W.N. Holsworth 


You will have noticed "Adopt-A-Highway" signs 
on most of the highways leading into Bendigo, and 
the name of an organisation, Service Club, or 
individual, that looks after the roadside 


environment of that section of the highway. 


The Bendigo Field Naturalists Club Inc. can be part 
of this scheme. The "Seven Sisters" section on the 
Midland Highway north of Huntly, where the 
Whirrakee Wattle puts on a beautiful display every 
spring, is an ideal stretch of Highway for the Field 
Naturalists to adopt. 


Normally the 2 years agreement with VicRoads is 
for 2 or 3 kilometres of Highway. The Field 
Naturalists Club would remove litter and rubbish 4 
to 12 times a year (as necessary). We could also be 
responsible for planting trees and shrubs, removing 
environmental weeds, removing graffiti, financially 
sponsor a roadside rest area maintenance, or other 
projects agreed to by VicRoads. In return VicRoads 
will place recognition signs at both ends of the 
project area, provide the Club with safety gear (red 
vests, gloves, etc.), provide rubbish bags and 
dispose of collected rubbish. They also provide 
Public Liability and Personal Injury insurance for 
participants. 


This suggestion is not another task for the President 
and Committee to undertake. It would, however, be 
appropriate for Members who are not already 
helping on committees (such as the Garden 
Committee) to be physically involved with creating 
a better environment. If you would like to organise, 
manage, and be responsible for 3 km of Highway 
please contact Bill Holsworth (03) 5443 4063. If 
10 or more persons are concerned a meeting will be 
arranged to study the details of the Agreement with 
VicRoads and inspect the Highway where the 
Whirrakee Wattles grow. 


Visit to Muckleford Gorge 
Author: Anne Bridley 


FF 


I was asked by Jenny Shield to visit Muckleford 
Gorge and compile a bird list. I did so, along with 
several others including Jenny and Ern Perkins on 
October 7th. The following is our bird list and my 
comments. It will be used in writing a statement of 
significance to be submitted to the Mt Alexander 
Shire Council on behalf of the Muckleford 
Landcare Group. It is hoped that there will be an 
environmental overlay for the area. 


Bird species present in the Muckleford 
Gorge area on 7/10/97 


Grey Box woodland above gorge 
Brown Goshawk (pair) 
Galah 

Long-billed Corella 
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 
Crimson Rosella 

Eastern Rosella 
Red-rumped Parrot 
White-throated Treecreeper 
Brown Treecreeper 
Spotted Pardalote 
Buff-rumped Thornbill 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill 
Yellow Thornbill 

Fuscous Honeyeater 
Brown-headed Honeyeater 
Jacky Winter 

Varied Sittella 

Rufous Whistler 

Grey Fantail 

Australian Magpie 
Australia Raven 
White-winged Chough 
Mistletoebird 


Slopes above gorge (Grey Box, Yellow Gum, 
Manna Gum, River Red Gum woodland and 
grassland) 

Wedge-tailed Eagle 

Brown Falcon 

Galah 

Long-billed Corella 

Eastern Rosella 

Laughing Kookaburra 

White-throated Treecreeper 

Superb Fairy-wren 

Spotted Pardalote 

Yellow Thornbill 

Weebill 


Red Wattlebird 

White-plumed Honeyeater 

Jacky Winter 

Grey Fantail 

Australian Magpie (breeding - juvenile heard) 
Silvereye 


Within 100m of streamside, and including stream 
Wedge-tailed Eagle (breeding - one downy young 
Australian Wood Duck in nest) 
Dusky Moorhen 

Galah 

Long-billed Corella 

Crimson Rosella 

White-throated Treecreeper 

Superb Fairy-wren 

Spotted Pardalote 

Striated Pardalote 

White-browed Scrub-wren 

Brown Thornbill 

Striated Thornbill 

Yellow Thornbill 

White-plumed Honeyeater 

Brown-headed Honeyeater 

Grey Shrike-thrush 

Grey Fantail 

Red-browed Finch 

Mistletoebird 

Clamorous Reed Warbler 


Total number of species observed: 40 


Wedge-tailed Eagle 

I consider that the presence of breeding Wedge- 
tailed Eagle has high local significance. The bird is 
not common in central Victoria. 

Breeding pairs of this species maintain the same 
large territories year after year. When breeding, 
they are vulnerable to human disturbance which 
may lead to desertion and breeding failure (1). 
Therefore the Wedge-tailed Eagle needs a relatively 
isolated and undisturbed breeding territory for its 
continuance in this area. The gorge provides such a 
territory at present. 


Hollows in trees 

Of the forty species observed, the following eleven 
are dependent on tree hollows for breeding: 
Australian Wood Duck, Striated Pardalote, Galah, 
Long-billed Corella, Sulphur-crested Cockatoo, 
Crimson Rosella, Eastern Rosella, Red-rumped 
Parrot, Laughing Kookaburra., White-throated 
Treecreeper, Brown Treecreeper. 


The River Red Gums along the Muckleford Gorge 
contain many hollows in comparison to the Grey 
Box woodland above which generally lacks 
hollows. Due to time constraints, I was unable to 
determine actual breeding by the hollow-dependent 
birds, but territorial behaviour by Striated 
Pardalotes and a tree chewed by (probably) Galahs 
were noted. I did not observe Common Starling 
and Common Myna, which adds to the quality of 
the habitat for hollow-dependent birds. These two 
species are highly aggressive and will successfully 
compete with native species for breeding hollows. 


(1) Handbook of Australian & New Zealand Birds 
vol.12, RAOU 1993, p.166 


Murray Murder Mystery 
Author: Tom Burton 


Noisy Miners have a bad press, don’t they! One of 
the exercises I have ecology students at La Trobe 
perform is a comparison of the bird communities of 
the University forest and of Strath Park. The two 
areas have much in common, but among the 
differences is the presence of a thriving Noisy 
Miner community at Strath Park. 


What the students have to do at each site is to count 
the birds they see in a 40 minute transect, sorting 
the birds into three classes — large (Red Wattlebird 
or bigger), small (White-plumed Honeyeater or 
smaller) and medium. They then use fancy 
Statistics to verify something that is very obvious — 
there are comparatively few medium-sized birds at 
the University, and virtually no small birds in 
Strath Park. 


The students are invited to suggest reasons for the 
differences, and while this exercise does not throw 
light on the reasons, you know and I know that 
Noisy Miners are the probable culprit in Strath 
Park, chasing and bullying any small bird silly 


enough to flutter wing in the forest there. I have 
seen hundreds of chases involving the miners. 


At the end of September, I stayed in a motel in 
Wahgunyah, near Rutherglen. This motel is 
beautifully sited. It sits on the third of four terraces 
formed by the Murray at this spot. Below, the 
second terrace is mown, and picnic tables, 
barbecues etc are laid out for the delectation of 
guests, and I enjoyed happy hours sitting in the 
spring sunshine at one of the tables, reading a 
murder mystery. 


One morning I was distracted from my reading by 
the excited chattering of the miners in the nearby 
River Red Gums, and looked up to see a miner in 
very close pursuit of a smaller bird — I never found 
out what it was, but I guess it was a White-plumed 
Honeyeater. I saw them for a second or two, and 
then the chase dropped over the bank onto the 
lowest terrace. Before I returned to my book, I 
heard an awful racket from the lowest terrace, and 
thinking that perhaps the miner had caught the other 
bird, I walked the twenty metres to the bank, and 
looked over to see the tableau that was being 
presented. 


The noise was being made by miners (hence their 
name), two of which were shrieking at a Magpie, 
which stood there with a small bird in its bill. The 
tableau did not last long. As soon as I appeared on 
top of the bank, the Magpie took off, flew over my 
head, and then over the motel, and I lost it. 


So now I know — Noisy Miners don’t just chase 
small birds away. It seems that they kill them too, 
if they can. How the Magpie finished up with the 
bird in its beak I can only guess. 


WE OBJECT 
Author: W. N. Holsworth 


Earlier this year an "International Off Road Car 
Rally In Wellsford State Forest" was proposed by 
Off Road Australian Promotions Pty Ltd and many 


City business voice their support for the proposal. . 


However, the City of Greater Bendigo refused-to 
grant them a planning permit at the Council Meeting 
4 August 1997. 

Some of the reasons given by the City that 
related to the natural environment. were: it would 
create excessive dust, it would result in damage to 
trees and rare and threatened flora, it would have a 
negative impact on sensitive stock and threaten 
native fauna, and it would create a fire risk. Some 
of these reasons were presented to the City in a 
letter from the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club by 
Rod Orr in June, and emphasised at a "Mediation 
Hearing" by me on 15 July 1997. 


The promoters have lodged a Notice of 
Appeal with the Administrative Appeals Tribunal of 
Victoria and a Preliminary Hearing was held on 14 
October 1997. For that hearing we were asked to 
supply the grounds on which we intend to rely if 
there is a Tribunal Hearing on the matter. The 
following is the response I prepared. 


The grounds on which we intend to rely on at the 
hearing of this appeal are as follows: - 


The proposal will have a detrimental impact on the 
environment in significant and unrepairable ways. 

(a) In the short term it will disrupt the 
normal feeding, sleeping and movement patterns of 
the birds and mammals over a two day period. 
These disruptions will cause stress and possibly the 
death of some animals. Almost certainly kangaroos 
and wallabies will be killed or injured and the 
proposers have not applied for, or been granted, a 
permit to kill kangaroos. 

(b) In the medium term there is the 
potential for fires, for mechanical damage to the 
vegetation caused by vehicles leaving the made 


road, and certain damage to the vegetation in the 
un-made road allowances that are to be used. 
Weeds will be introduced to the forest with the 
straw bales used as barriers. 

(c) In the long term the effects on the 
soil are of great concern because compaction of the 
soil will interfere with plant growth, and 
disturbance of the surface layer of the forest soil 
will, in many areas, become a focus for erosion 
months or years into the future. Also there are rare 
plants protected under the Flora and Fauna 
Guarantee Act that may be affected by unseasonable 
fire or vehicles leaving the made roadways. 

We also object on the grounds that the Box- 
Ironbark Forest is under review by the 
Environmental Conservation Council of the 
Victorian Government with a possible 
recommendation that all, or part of, the area may be 
declared a National Park. The use of the area for an 
Off-road car rally would compromise its value. 


Secretary's Report 
September 1997) 
Author: Rod Orr 


(October 1996 - 


Membership 

Our membership fluctuates over the course of any 
year but is indicated reasonably well by the number 
of Whirrakees which we mail to financial members. 
Currently this monthly mail-out averages about 
130, most of these representing family or joint 
memberships. 


We lose several members each year for various 
reasons although only rarely are we ever told what 
these reasons are - if you have any suggestions 
which may help us hold new members more 
effectively then these will be most welcome, as will 
suggestions for increasing our membership and 
influence throughout the region. 


12 new members were nominated and accepted into 
the club during the last 12 months. 


Activities 

Speakers 

October David Milsom, National Corridors 
project - 37 ‘greening’ projects along the 
Murray River (Greening Australia & Green 
Corridors) 

November Eric Wilkinson, Geology, land- 
scape & vegetation of the Bendigo area 
(Judith Henschke also spoke briefly about 
Chilean Needle-grass control) 

December BYO Christmas tea - no speaker. 
No formal meeting was held but Jane 
Cleary and Peter Allen challenged and 
entertained us with a trivia and general 
knowledge quiz. 

January (no meeting in January) 

February Members' Slides Night: 

Bill Holsworth - Egypt & Thailand 

Bev Culvenor - Mallee area 

(Simon Cropper, contracted to conduct a 
VicRoads survey of the Calder Hwy 
roadsides - Bendigo to Lake Tyrrell, also 


spoke and requested information from club 

members) 
March Greg Binns, Bird Reserves in Great 
Britain 
April Bill Holsworth & R Orr, Ecology & 
‘Ecosystems' 

Paul Peake, LCC & Box-Ironbark 
investigation 
(Andrew Butt - planner with TBA who 
spoke concerning his work on the 
non-urban section of the Greater Bendigo 
Planning Scheme) 

Andrew Bennett, Fauna Conser- 
vation in Box-Ironbark forests 
(Maurice Lewis - Deborah Reef Action 


Group, spoke briefly on concerns with 


May 


June 


mining) 
July Gary Gibson Earthquakes 
August Deirdre Slattery, Australian Alps 
September Bill Holsworth , President's 
Address 


The new arrangement for speakers to commence at 
8 pm and to be asked to speak for approximately 
one hour seems to have worked well (what do you 
think?). Suggestions for speakers at our meetings 
are invited - this form of feedback from members is 
always greatly appreciated by the syllabus 
organising sub-committee. 


Excursions 

October Crosbie Forest (Tom Patullo) 

November _ Geology Tour of the region by bus 
(Eric Wilkinson) 

December ? 

January (As usual, no excursion was 


planned for January) 


February VENCA Alpine Camp - Howman's 
Gap 

March Coliban Falls (John Lindner) 

April Graptolite Fossils (Geoff Gibson - 
One Tree Hill area) 

May Mt Kooyoora 

June Mandurang Forest - checking habitat 
boxes (John Lindner) 

July Mt Alexander Regional Park (Sue 


Beattie & John Lindner) 

AugustO'Keefe Trail, Junortoun (Anthony 
Sheean) 

September | Working-bee at the Club-rooms 
(Garden Committee) 


Most excursions were reasonably well attended but 
the sub-committee is always interested in 
suggestions for places which you want us to visit 
during a club excursion so please contribute in this 
way if you can. As you can see from this list, John 
Lindner features prominently as a leader of our 
excursions - he also is prominent in helping to 
arrange the syllabus for excursions and certainly 
earns any thanks he receives for his devotion to this 
aspect of the club's activities. 
Memberships of other similar 
organisations 

The BFNC has maintained its reciprocal 
memberships with several other Field Naturalists’ 
Clubs: WVFNCA; FNCV; Geelong FNC; 
Castlemaine FNC; Mid-Murray FNC; Ballarat FNC 


The Box-Ironbark Alliance was formed early in 
1996 - our club continues to support this Alliance 
(we are one of its foundation members). 


We are also forming closer ties with the state-wide 
environment groups Environment Victoria and the 
Victorian National Parks Association through our 
attendance at planning meetings and representation 
at the one day Bushcare Seminar. These 
relationships need to strengthen for the mutual 
protection of groups concerned with conservation. 


Subscriptions to Magazines 

We have maintained our subscriptions and 
memberships of the following: 

Conservation 

Nature; Bird Observer; Parkwatch; Habitat; 
Environment Victoria. 


Elaine Mathison continues to write interesting 
digests of articles from these magazines for 
publication in Whirrakee. Club members are also 


able to borrow the magazines from the club library - 
please make use of these interesting resources. 


Other Field Naturalists' Clubs 
Field Nats News (FNCV); Victorian Naturalist; 


~ Geelong FNC News; Castlemaine Naturalist; 


Sun-Nat; FNC Ballarat 


Other involvements 

Bennett's Road Lot 6, secured as a result of a 
successful Fundraising campaign to purchase it for 
conservation has been named the Bendigo Field 
Naturalists Club Flora Reserve - its sign will soon 
be constructed and the site will be formally handed 
over to a management committee sometime in the 
near future. 


The WVFNCA Labour Day weekend camp hosted 
by Geelong at Howman's Gap was very successful 
and well attended. Several BFNC members 
travelled to Howman's Gap to participate in this 
joint camp together with members of field 
naturalists' clubs from most parts of the State - it's 
an experience that I'm sure more club members 
would value if they could manage to set aside the 
time and attend one of these combined weekends. 
Several Bendigo members were also involved in 
helping with the organisation of this camp and in 
conducting some of the walks through the nearby 
alpine areas. 


Spring in the Bendigo Bush (1997) - several club 
members represented the BFNC at meetings to plan 
this year's calendar of activities. Last weekend, 
BFNC and Bendigo Native Plant Group jointly 
presented our second successful Wildflower 
Display which was well attended despite the 
extreme competition afforded by other 
International, Victorian, and local events (including 
the wild Spring weather). Our only disappointment 
centred on the lower than expected support by 
active field naturalists. We thought that we had 
advertised the Wildflower Show sufficiently but it 
was pointed out to us that we had never made a 
direct appeal to all of our members to make the 
effort to come and see the show for themselves and 


if possible to bring in some non-members as well - 
we will certainly make this appeal next time so that 
all of the work which goes towards the success of 
this show can be more widely appreciated. 


Other Spring in the Bendigo Bush activities 
continue through September as you can see from 
your Calendar and also from announcements in 
Whirrakee. Please make an effort to attend as many 
of these as you can and so support this attempt to 
introduce Bendigo residents and visitors to the 
region to some of the features of our surrounding 
bushland. We will be better able to protect our 
remnant bushland if we can convince a much larger 
proportion of the general community that our 
surrounding forests make Bendigo unique and that 
we must act to conserve them. 


Club members have also been involved in several 
quite important local and regional conservation 
issues during the year some of which are still 
unresolved, for example: the proposed Wellsford 
Forest Off-road 4WD Rally; the 100 metre LCC 
buffer zone beside the Kingower Road which is 
threatened by a bulldozer and metal detector mining 
venture; the Bendigo Council's Planning Scheme 
which is still on exhibition for comment until 
towards the end of the month (please make an effort 
to view this for yourself and make comments 
before it is too late and land affecting you is zoned 
inappropriately!). Perhaps the issue that has the 
widest potential impact is the newly announced 
Bushcare program of the Federal Government — 
properly used, lasting improvements may be 
achieved for the conservation and protection of 
natural vegetation which has survived on private 
land but is continually threatened with destruction 
from various development proposals (and 
especially by rezoning which would allow more 
intensive use of forested land and lead to the 
inevitable destruction of the surviving remnant 
vegetation). 


Several members have also been involved in 
various seminars and training courses during the 
year — Bendigo will be well represented at the 2nd 


VENCA Study Camp at Lady Northcote Camp, 
Rowsley (host club is FNCV) during the second 
week of the next school holidays (you are not too 
late even at this stage if you have decided that you 
are able to come to this as a participant — let Rod 
Orr know before the last planning meeting on 
Monday 22 September — information was widely 
circulated but if you missed out then please ask a 
committee member) 


Whirrakee 

Sabine continues to produce a very high quality 
monthly magazine. She has survived the continual 
demands of this task and the constant pressures of 
typing and printing deadlines for a remarkably long 
time. Are there any other would-be editors and 
publishers who are currently unrecognised amongst 
our membership because we must not let Sabine 
burn out by being too long in this job? 


The long-serving and thoroughly committed 
original Whirrakee folding and mailing team finally 
decided to relinquish the reins during the year after 
about 18 years in control of this vital function. As 
you would expect, it has taken a team of about 6 or 
so workers to replace Tom & Tess Patullo and their 
assistants. Without the efforts of the folding and 
mailing team we would, of course, lose the regular 
level of communication which we have always 
enjoyed through our monthly magazine. For the 
information of any other willing volunteers, this 
interesting communal activity occurs on the first 
Wednesday of each month beginning at 7 pm at the 
Club-rooms - you are most welcome if you want to 
drop in to help or even just to see what we do first 
before you volunteer. 


Conclusion 

This has been another busy and mostly very 
successful year thanks again to the efforts of our 
Office Bearers and the enthusiastic support given 
by many of our club members. Our joint 
management arrangement of the Senior Citizens 
building has been very successful thanks to the hall 
sub-committee and especially to Bill Holsworth 
who has managed to anticipate any problems and 


sort out any difficulties or misunderstandings 
which did arise. 


Several of this year's executive committee are being 
replaced by other enthusiastic club members which 
is a really positive and healthy sign for our club. 
It's good to see new office bearers so willing to add 
their ideas and energy to the administration of the 
affairs of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club. It's 
also a good sign that we are able to replace our 
office bearers before they become worn out by 
being left for too long in their positions of 
responsibility. I have named only some of our 
most prominent contributors to club activities - of 
course, there are many others who also are always 
there whenever anything needs to be done who also 


deserve the thanks of the whole membership of the - 


BENC. This is one of the great features of our club 
and something well worth perpetuating - if there is 
any way in which you can help our club activities 
then you only have to offer and I'm sure there will 
be ready acceptance of your help whether in a major 
or some less prominent role. 


In particular, I would like to thank all members of 
the committee and all club members who have 
helped me in any way during the last 2 years when 
I have been Secretary. I congratulate Anne Bridley 
for her enterprise in volunteering to hold this 
position for 1997-98 and trust that she will also 
receive the complete support of the club. 


Finally, my apologies for anything important that 
I've omitted and also for being unable to attend the 
Annual general meeting and my thanks to Jane and 
Bill for arranging to stand in for me in my absence. 


iT 


Annual Report of the Mammal Survey 
Group 
Author: W. N. Holsworth, Secretary 


During the year, since August 1996, the Mammal 
Survey Group have continued with most of their 
traditional activities and have initiated several new 
projects. Seven meetings were held [Meetings were 


not held in November, December, January, March 
and April.] 


Nest boxes in Spring Gully Reservoir were 
checked on 22 Sept, 96, 20 Oct. 96, 24 Oct. 96, 
and 20 Jan. 97. In the Mandurang Forest, boxes 


- were checked on 15 June 97, and in the Kamarooka 
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forest in October 96, and on 5 May 1997. 


During the year no general trapping trips were 
organised but a spotlighting trip was made to 
Pilchers Bridge on 29 March 97. 


Several members conducted small surveys and 
reported the results to the club record file. 


Two graduate students, from the University of 
Melbourne and Deakin University, Rusden, are 
using boxes we installed for their research, 


The major topics of discussion at meetings were: 


Sept. 96 - Sminthopsis murina - distribution, 
biology and habitat requirements.- W.N.Holsworth 


Oct. 96 - Control of honey bees in mammal 
nest boxes - I.Fenselau 


Feb. 97- Trapping results at Puckapunyal 
Military base - Breeding biology of Antechinus 
flavipes.- L. Rowley and J. Robinson. 

May 97- Various topics 

June 97- Conservation and Forestry conflicts. 
Aust. Mammal Society Conference in Clare SA. 


July 97- Bats and rabies viruses. Fauna 
diversity in the Central Highlands. 


Aug 97- Vampire bats, false vampire bats 
were discussed, and Australian Mammalogy 
scientific literature was reviewed. 


Mist net trapping of bats (Goulds wattled bat) at 
Lake Weeroona was conducted again this year in 
March. The picnic pavilion was surrounded by mist 
nets while the Mammal Group and many other 
members of the Club had a barbecue. Just after 
sunset the bats left the roost in the ridge of the 
picnic shelter and flew into the nets. Only 19 bats 
were caught and 7 of them carried bands attached in 
previous years. The species is well known to use 
several roosts and it appears we chose a night when 
many of the bats were elsewhere. Trapping will 
probably be done in Feb. 1998 to determine if 
earlier trapping is more successful in capturing 
juvenile bats. 


News from the BFENC 
Development Group 


Author: Barbara Chmielewska 


Garden 


#h, 


So far there is good news from the garden. We 
have completed mulching and planting area 2 or 
phase 2 of the garden. We had three very 
successful working bees. On one occasion it was 
raining, and just as we were deciding to call the 
working bee off, John came along full of 
enthusiasm and said “surely a little rain is not going 
to stop us from working” and so we decided to 
work. 

Grasses and lilies that were rescued from Daley’s 
Hill are doing well. They must like their new 
home. 

Area | and the Flag Pole area were weeded and 
more plants added (see lists below). Area 1 looks 
really good. During the Spring in Bendigo Wild 
Flower Show a number of people admired the 
garden. We hope that in years to come the 
indigenous plants in the garden will become the 
central attraction of the Wild Flower Show. We 
also hope that people on seeing the garden will 
realise how well wildflowers “domesticate’, how 
little water and maintenance they require and so will 
plant them in their garden. The plants lived here for 
a long time so they are in their environment, it is 
their home, so it is not surprising that they are 
doing so well. In fact the Wallaby Grass is so 
happy in our garden that it has self seeded and we 
have to be very careful when weeding. 

The Garden Development Group is co-operating 
with the Council through Anthony Sheean and the 
Society for Growing Native Plants through Frances 
Cincotta, Fay Boyles and members who belong to 
both groups. 

Our working bees are happy events. Members 
bring cakes for morning teas and so if would like to 
join us, you will most certainly enjoy yourself. 
The Garden Committee thanks Anthony (the 
Council) for donating mulch, $200.00 worth of 
plants and the use of the equipment (Anthony’s 
garden trailer). All other costs are paid for by the 
Bendigo Field Naturalists Club. In the future we 


will have to look for funds to cover the costs of the 
garden. 


The plants were selected by Elaine and Frances. 


List of plants from KBEC Seed Service - 
Planted in Area 2 
Chrysocephalum apiculatum - 

Common Everlasting, 4x 
Correa reflexa - Common Correa, 2x 
Pultenaea pedunculata - Matted Bush Pea, 6x 
Hardenbergia violacea - Sarsparilla, 10x 
Linum marginale - Native Flax, 4x 
Westringia eremicola - Slender Westringia, 5x 
Dillwynia sericea - Showy Parrot Pea, 2x 
Goodenia amplexans - Clasping Goodenia, 1x 
Calytrix tetragona - Common Fringe Myrtle, 3x 
Acacia acinacea - Gold Dust Wattle, 1x 
Ozothamnus obcordatus - Grey Everlasting, 2x 
Dodonaea angustissima - 

Narrow Leaf Hopbush, 4x 

Grevillea alpina - Cat’s Claw, 4x 
grasses, local species, 35x 


List of plants Sandhurst Nursery - Planted 
in Area 2 
Brachyscome multifida - Cut Leaf Daisy, 10x 
Chrysocephalum apiculatum - 

Common Everlasting, 2x 
Hardenbergia violacea - Sarsparilla, 4x 
Prostanthera denticulata - Rough Mint Bush, 2x 
Myoporum parvifolium - Creeping Boobialla, 5x 
Olearia teretifolia - Cypress Daisy Bush, 3x 
Ozothamnus obcordatus - Grey Everlasting, 5x 
Acacia flexifolia - Bent Leaf Wattle, 3x 
Melaleuca wilsonii - Violet Honey Myrtle, 3x 
Hakea decurrens ssp. physocarpa - 

Bushy Hakea, 3x 


Indigofera australis - Indigofera, 3x 

Dodonaea angustissima - Narrow Leaf Hop Bush, 
Allocasuarina muelleriana - Slatey She Oak, 3x 
Melaleuca decussata - Totem Poles, 3x 


List of plants from the Goldfields Nursery 
- Planted in Area 2 
Eriostemon verrucosus - Bendigo Wax, 5x 


Cheiranthera cyanea - Blue Finger Flower, 3x 
Glischrocaryon behrii - Golden Pennants, 3x 
Dillwynia cinerascens - Grey Parrot Pea, 3x 
Prostanthera aspalathoides - Sclarlet Mint Bush, 6x 
Dianella revoluta - Flax Lily, 3x 
Austrostipa elegantissima - 
Feather Spear Grass, 12x 

Themeda triandra - Kangaroo Grass, 10x 
Acacia ausfeldii - Whipstick Cinnamon Wattle, 3x 
Westringia crassifolia - Whipstick Westringia, 6x 
Acacia williamsonii - Whirrakee Wattle, 6x 
Acacia flexifolia - Bent Leaf Wattle, 3x 
Acacia acinacea - Gold Dust Wattle, 3x 
Acacia pycnantha - Golden Wattle, 3x 
Acacia genistifolia - Spreading Wattle, 3x 
Goodenia benthamiana - Clasping Goodenia, 2x 
Cassinia arcuata - Drooping Cassinia, 3x 
Dampiera lanceolata - Grooved Dampiera, 3x 
Daviesia ulicifolia - Gorse Bitter Pea, 3x 
Olearia decurrens - Clammy Daisy Bush, 3x 
Chrysocephalum semipapposum - 

Clustered Everlasting (cell tray), 48x 
Bracteantha viscosa - Sticky Everlasting, 3x 
Leptorhynchos tenuifolius - Wiry Buttons, 3x 


List of plants from Goldfields Nursery - 
Planted in Area 1 
Prostanthera aspalathoides - Scarlet Mint Bush, 1x 
Calocephalus citreus - Lemon Beauty Heads, 6x 
Hibbertia sericea - Silky Guinea Flower, 3x 
Eriostemon verrucosus (double form) - 
Bendigo Wax, 3x 

Brachyscome multifida - Cut Leaf Daisy, 3x 
Hakea decurrens ssp. physocarpa - 

Bushy Needlewood, 3x 
Eucalyptus viridens - Green Mallee, 3x 
Eucalyptus polybractea - Blue Mallee, 3x 
Bossiaea prostrata - Creeping Bossiaea, 3x 
Wahlenbergia sp. - Blue Bell, 2x 
Enchylaena tomentosa - Ruby Salt Bush, 3x 
Kennedia prostrata - Running Postman, 3x 
Bracteantha viscosa - Sticky Everlasting, 1x 


October General Meeting 
Speaker: Rob Cross 
Author: Sabine Wilkens 


Rob Cross is the Horticultural Research Officer at 
the Royal Botanic Gardens in Melbourne. He gets 
to travel around the world looking at other great 
Botanic Gardens of the world like the Ecological 
Collection of habitats in the ex-Olympic stadium at 
Montreal. This houses a Tropical Rainforest 
Collection, an Antarctic Collection, a Laurencian 
Forest etc. (and there are animals in these too!) 
These days Botanic Gardens are not just collections 
of interesting plants, but they are institutions where 
important research goes on as well as conservation 
work. 

At the Royal Botanic Gardens in Melbourne 
taxonomic research has always been an integral part 
of the work (established by the first director, Baron 
von Mueller), but the horticultural research program 
is only a few years old. Two of the major projects 
in this latter area were the main subject of Rob 
Cross’ talk. 


Phytophthora Research 

Phytophthora cinnamomi is the fungus responsible 
for the devastating dieback of native vegetation in 
Western Australia, but is has also destroyed 
understorey vegetation in the Brisbane and Otway 
Ranges in Victoria. 

Where does Phytophthora cinnamomi come from? 
When I studied mangrove dieback in 1983, the 
theory was that P. cinnamomi was more or less 
native to Eastern Australia and this explained why 
there was so much damage done by it in Western 
Australia while not much effect was seen in the East 
where plants had evolved in the presence of this 
pathogen. Another theory was that it originated 
outside Australia altogether, but the current theory, 
as Rob Cross put it, is that it originated somewhere 


in the area of Northern Australia and Sumatra. The 


reason why Phytophthora has become an issue for 
the Botanic Gardens is that in the Cranbourne 
Royal Botanic Gardens, the fungus was found in 
the Australian section, in the research collection and 


a few other places. The research began with the 
question — how to protect their vulnerable 
Australian plants from this pathogen? 

Trials (in conjunction with Melbourne University) 
have been conducted with antagonistic micro- 
organisms, and it has been found that certain 
bacteria (Actinomycetes) or fungi (Basidiomycetes) 
can considerably reduce the impact of Phytophthora 
on the native vegetation. Initially Thryptomene 
calicyna and two Banksia species were used as the 
test plants (many Proteaceae species are particularly 
vulnerable to attack by Phytophthora). The soil 
treatments included: addition of compost, addition 
of actinomycte anatagonist, addition of antagonist 
plus compost as well as a fungicide treatment 
(Phosphonate). Unfortunatey the compost which 
was mostly chicken manure turned out to be too 
rich in Phosphorus and most plants died. A second 
trial was set up with only Thryptomene plants and 
the performance of plants was monitored over 10 
months. The least deaths (due to Phytophthora 
infection) occurred in the treatments containing 
antagonist and compost (2 out of 50) while the 
highest number of deaths occurred in the control 
treatments that had not received any additives (16 
out of 50). The researchers are unsure how the 
compost helps protect the plants against 
Phytophthora — perhaps it just provides a good 
environment for the antagonists to grow in. 

The above findings are very interesting and may 
have application in bushland as well as in 
agricultural situations where the fungus also 
frequently wreaks havoc. 


Orchid Research 

40% of Australia’s orchid taxa come from Victoria 
and most of these are terrestrial orchids. Up to half 
of the 60 species of Caladenia are rare or 
endangered, and in fact many of our orchids have a 
conservation problem. One approach involves 
culturing such rare orchids in isolation and 
replanting them into the bush in areas where they 
are severely diminished. 

Orchid seeds are tiny, like dust particles, and they 
can only germinate in the presence of certain fungi 
that act like nursemaids to the germinating seed. 


The tiny seeds have no significant food reserves to 
enable them a healthy start in life (unlike seeds of 
most other plants). The degree of specificity of the 
fungal partner for each species of orchid is not 
really known. The fungus needed to culture the 
various Caladenia species is obtained from inside a 
swollen part of the plant’s lower stem, the collar 
region. 

At the Botanic Gardens various methods are 
investigated to grow orchids in vitro and 
successfully transfer these to pots. Heavy losses 
are usually experienced when plants are potted on, 
and the research is looking at various ways of 
hardening the plants off before they are 
transplanted. 


I found the presentation fascinating and stayed for 
supper to talk to the speaker (for the first time in all 
my years of attending general meetings). Certainly 
Cranbourne Botanic Gardens is high on my list of 
things to see next time I travel down to Melbourne. 


March Campout Notice 


The Ringwood Field Naturalists Club and the 
Upper Goulburn Field Naturalists Club are jointly 
running the annual campout for 1998 for the 
Victorian Field Naturalists Clubs Association. We 
invite members of your Club to register for this 
campout, to be held from Friday 6 March to 
Monday 9 March 1998. 


Venue: ‘Elkanah’ Guesthouse, Buxton 
Road, Marysville (approx. 2km north of the town). 
Dates: Friday 6 March to Monday 9 March 1998 
Catering: All meals are provided from dinner 
on Friday evening to lunch on Monday. Tea and 
coffee facilities are available. 

Accommodation: Bedrooms accommodate 2, 
3 or 4 people in beds or bunks. Electric blankets, 
blankets and pillows are provided, but members 
need to bring bed linen and towels. 

Alternatively, there are motels and other 
guesthouses available in Marysville, and a caravan 
park is nearby. See the RACV accommodation 
guide. 

Cost: The anticipated costs will be: 

Registration & Insurance -$ 22.00 
Accommodation 6-9 March - $ 110.00 


Total - $ 132.00 

For those not staying at ‘Elkanah’, meals are 
obtainable 

Packed lunches -$ 8.50 

Dinner - $ 15.00 
Environment: Marysville is in the central 


highlands of Victoria, within easy reach of a wide 
range of different habitats, including forests, 
mountains, lakes and high country. 

Facilities: All facilities, including petrol are 
available in Marysville. 

Excursion: Proposed excursions included some 
with a geological, botanical and ornithological bias, 
to Lake Mountain, Keppels Falls, Keppels 
Lookout, various tracks around Marysville, Lady 
Talbot Drive, Snobs Creek Trout Hatchery, 
McKenzie Reserve, Fraser National Park, 
Cambarville and Cathedral Range. Self-guided 


excursions will also be arranged. 

Suggestions for excursions and offers to lead an 
excursion would be welcomed (See under 
‘Enquiries’ below) 

Bookings: Bookings are now being accepted. 


- A booking fee of $30.00 per person, including 
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registration and insurance, will secure a place at 
‘Elkanah’ ($22.00 otherwise). Further information 
on the campout will be sent later in the year to 
Clubs and to all who register. 

Payments: Cheques should be made payable to 
“VFNCA’ and sent to: 

Geoff Travers 

Treasurer, Campout Committee 

23/2 Old Stud Road 

Wantira South Vic. 3152 

Enquiries and Suggestions: Please direct 
all enquiries, suggestions and offers to : 

Judith Cooke, 6 Parkhill Drive, Ringwood 3134. 
Ph. 03 9870 8739. 

Lorraine Pyke, 149 Crystal Creek Road, 
Alexandra 3714. Ph. 03 5772 1189. 


Diary 
——— ee ee eee eee 


The General, Bird Observers Group and Mammal 
Survey Group meetings are held at the Golden 
Square Senior Citizens Building, Old High Street, 
Golden Square, unless otherwise indicated. 
Speaker 1997 General 
Meetings 


Syllabus for 


12 NOVEMBER 


Eltham Copper Butterfly 
Speaker: Rob Price, Fauna Officer, 


Department of Natural Resources and Environment. 


10 DECEMBER (Christmas dinner) 

This is an annual event to which everybody can 
make a contribution by bringing along a plate of 
something. You also need to bring along your own 
drink, cutlery and crockery. 

This is usually a very enjoyable evening. 


NOVEMBER EXCURSION 


Date: Sunday November 16 
Time: 2.00pm to 4.00pm 

(and perhaps a little later) 
Meeting Place and Time: 2.00pm at La Trobe 
University Sharon Street Carpark (at Ellis Street 
end) 
Please note that we are not meeting at the Golden 
Square clubrooms 
Leaders: John Guley, Jenny Shield and/or 

Sabine Wilkens 

Subject: Insects, following on from Rob 
Price’s talk on the Eltham Copper Butterfly. 
Activity: 
- Examine insect presence/activity in natural habitat, 
the bushland near the University. 
- collect some insects for closer examination 
- Spend some time examining specimens under the 
microscopes back in the laboratory in the Applied 


Science | building. 

- Identify insects as accurately as possible 
Please bring: 

- Your own magnifying glass or handlens 
- A white 2 litre ice-cream container 


Bird Observers Group 


Friday, October 3, 7:30pm 

Jack McErlain will show a video on local and 
Northern Australian birds. 

Bird of the Night: White-plumed Honeyeater 


Friday, November 7, 7:30pm 
Ray Wallace will speak about waders. 
Bird of the Night: Restless Flycatcher 


Friday, December 5, 7:30pm 
Bill Flentje will give a talk on various local birds 
Bird of the Night: Magpie-lark 


EXCURSION 


Sunday 23 November: Kamarooka State Park. 
Echuca BOCA excursion. 

Please note: This excursion will now be an all 
day excursion (unlike advertised earlier) and will 
start at Elmore Station at 10.15am. 

Leader: Peter Allan ph. 03 54824995, 


Supper 

The usual arrangements for supper are as follows: 
members either bring a plate or pay $1 for supper. 
This small amount is used to reimburse members 
who purchase essential supper supplies. 


